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the respect of the leaders of the two old parties.
Among the Eepublicans who served with "him
were Thomas B. Eeed and Nelson Dingley of
Maine, William McKinley of Ohio, Joseph G-.
Cannon of Illinois, and Robert M. La Follette
of Wisconsin; while among his Democratic
colleagues were Samuel J. Randall of Pennsyl-
vania, Charles F. Crisp of Q-eorgia, Abram S.
Hewitt of New York, Roger Q. Mills of Texas,
and William R. Morrison of Illinois.

During the second session of the Forty-ninth
Congress, which lasted from December 6, 1886,
to March 3,1887, General Weaver's chief activ-
ity was in connection with the Interstate Com-
merce Act, which was finally passed during that
session after having been under discussion for
a number of years. On January 19, 1887, he
gave his reasons for opposing the bill as finally
reported by the conference committee.

"For eight years", said Weaver, "ever since
I became acquainted with the provisions of
what is so widely known as the Reagan bill, I
have given it my unqualified support. I voted
for its consideration in the Forty-sixth Con-
gress. Under the leadership of the gentleman
from Texas [Mr. Reagan] I voted with the
majority of this 'House at the last session to
strike out all after the enacting clause of the
Cullom bill, and to substitute in its -stead the
Reagan bill. ... In common with my con-